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EL117 Academic Writing
TMA
Second Semester 2019-2020
Cut-off date: end of Week 12
Writing to Communicate 2: from paragraph to essay
This assignment has two parts as follow:
Part 1 Process Essay (10 marks)
Format and Word Count:
The students should:
· outline a process essay on a topic of their choice. 
· write a four-paragraphs essay 350 words. 
Part 2 Argumentative/ Persuasive Essay (10 marks)
Format and Word Count:
The students should:
· outline an argumentative/persuasive essay on a topic of their choice. 
· Write a five-paragraphs essay 450 words. 
Referencing:
The essay should include in-text referencing and a list of references (external resources) at the end as per the requirements of Harvard Referencing System. 
Guidance on Addressing the Topic:
Before you embark on writing the two essay, you need to read all the mechanics of writing discussed in your textbook in order to familiarize yourself with how to apply them on your two essays.
You are strongly advised to consult different sources on the chosen theme/topic and widen your knowledge of the theme/topic under consideration, but it is of the utmost importance to document any words or ideas that are not your own. 
Part 1 Process Essay (10 marks)
Outline your essay here (2 marks)
Introductory Paragraph: 
Hook/Opening statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (1): 
Topic sentence (1):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major supporting details:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (2): 
Topic sentence (2):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major supporting details:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Paragraph: 
Restatement of the thesis:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Final comment:   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write your essay here (8 marks)
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Part 1 Argumentative/Persuasive Essay (10 marks)
Outline your essay here (2 marks)
Introductory Paragraph: 
Hook/Opening statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (1): 
Topic sentence (1):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major supporting details:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (2): 
Topic sentence (2):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major supporting details:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph (3): 
Topic sentence (3):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major supporting details:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Paragraph: 
Restatement of the thesis:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Final comment:   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Essay Marking Rubric out of 8 marks + 2 marks for the outline
	Essay includes an introduction which:
· Captures the reader’s attention
· Provides background knowledge
· Includes a clear thesis statement stating what the body paragraphs describe
	
1.5 points

	Each body paragraph describes one aspect of the chosen topic and begins with a topic sentence that develops one main idea.
1. Topic sentence is followed by supporting sentences that give more information about the topic sentence
1. Supporting sentences are explained with supporting details (facts, examples, experience, or description)
	4 points


	Essay includes a conclusion which
1. Summarizes the main points
1. Uses concluding statements to signal the end of the essay
	1 points

	1. Essay has been edited for mechanics (spelling, grammar, sentence structure, diction)

1. Cohesion is achieved through repetition of keywords,  use of reference words, and use of transitions to link sentences together
	1   points

	The essay has a title and each paragraph is indented and looks like one unit.
	0.5 point





Marking Grid

	GRADE
	CONTENT
	LANGUAGE & ORGANIZATION

	A

	Excellent answers showing confident and wide-ranging knowledge of core material, good understanding of any relevant theory, and a capacity to address the question in a structural, direct and effective way, thoughtfully and with insight. Originality of thought or ideas from outside the course is an added asset. Examples are to the point. 
	- Has an introduction defining plan of essay.
- Body divided into several paragraphs
- Conclusion which directly relates arguments to topic.
- Evidence that essay has been edited.
- Error-free grammar & register.
- Wide range of specialized terminology.

	B to B+

	Very good answers showing secure knowledge of course materials. Adopting an analytical approach and providing relevant discussion covering most of the key issues. Distinguished from A answers by being less insightful or by showing less comprehensive knowledge of the course. 
	 - First four criteria above maintained
- Demonstrates extensive grammar control.
- Terminology specialized but   less varied.

	C to C+

	Competent answers reflecting adequate knowledge of the more directly relevant course material and concepts, with reasonable structure and adequate coherence related to the question set.
	- Introduction and/or conclusion short but still satisfactory. 
- Evidence of editing.
- Less grammar control than above.
- Good range of specialized terminology.

	D


	Answers which omit some concepts /evidence and/or lack coherence /structure, and/or make minor errors while still demonstrating basic understanding. Or Bare pass answers which show awareness of some relevant material and attempt to relate it to the question.
	- Introduction and/or conclusion short but acceptable. 
- No evidence of editing.
- Few grammatical errors that impede communication.
- Above average range of specialized terminology.
- Slightly confused introduction and/or conclusion, but body still fair.
- Some error types that impede communication.
- Fair range of specialized terminology.

	F

	Answers which attempt to draw upon relevant material but do not reflect sufficient knowledge of the course and/or neglect the focus required by the question, and/or are incomplete in some important aspects whilst being acceptable in others.
	- No introduction and /or no conclusion.
- Body badly organized or irrelevant.
- Poor grammar control (extremely limited range of grammar & register).
- Limited or not specialized range of terminology. 
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